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In due course, he got several children through
his two wives. Once, on account of a quarrel which
arose among the children, the elder wife scoffed at
the younger and said that she was not lawfully wedded
wife. The younger wife explained the circumstances
under which her marriage took place and told her that
the tree, the well and Linga were witnesses to the
marriage. The elder wife further ridiculed the younger
wife about the inanimate objects cited as witnesses
to the marriage.

The younger wife then went to the temple,
bathed in the Golden Lotus Tank and prayed unto Lord
Somasundareswara to summon the tree, the well
and the Linga to Madurai to convince the elder wife
of the sanctity and legality of the marriage. Immediately
the three witnesses appeared in the north- eastern
part of the temple. The younger wife showed them to
the elder wife. This evoked the wonder and admiration
of the entire population of the city but the elder
wife was unhappy about it. She was looked down
upon by all people. Her husband also said that he would
disown her but the younger wife dissuaded him from
doing so, saying that she (the elder wife) was like
a mother to her. The two wives and their childlren
lived thereafter in perfect harmony.

6S. SUPPLICATION

St. Agastya thus completed the narration of the
sixty four sportly acts of Lord Somasundareswara of
Madurai and then meditated on the Lord. Then he invited